Medical Hardship Requirements & Legislation

	Bylaw 14.2.5 Hardship Waiver.      Effective Date: August 1, 2009 
A student-athlete may be granted an additional year of competition by the conference or the Committee on Student-Athlete Reinstatement for reasons of "hardship."  Hardship is defined as an incapacity resulting from an injury or illness that has occurred under all of the following conditions: (Revised:  1/14/02 effective 8/1/02)
(a) The incapacitating injury or illness occurs in one of the four seasons of intercollegiate competition at any two-year or four-year collegiate institution;  (Revised: 1/10/92 effective 8/1/92)
(b) The injury or illness results in an incapacity to compete for the remainder of that playing season; and (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, 1/14/02 effective 8/1/02, 1/13/03 effective 8/1/03 for any injury or illness occurring on or after 8/1/03)
(c) The injury or illness occurs when the student-athlete has not participated in more than two contests or dates of competition (whichever is applicable to that sport), 20 percent of the institution's completed contests or dates of competition or 20 percent of the maximum permissible number of contests or dates of competition set forth in Bylaw 17 in his or her sport. Competition (excluding scrimmages and exhibition contests per Bylaw 17 in the applicable sport) against outside participants during the playing season that concludes with the NCAA championship, or, if so designated, during the official NCAA championship playing season in that sport (e.g., spring baseball, fall soccer), shall be countable under this limitation. (Revised: 1/10/92, 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, 1/14/02 effective 8/1/02, 4/29/04, 1/10/05 for any competition occurring on or after 8/1/04, 1/17/09 effective 8/1/09)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.1 Administration of Hardship Waiver.  
The hardship waiver shall be administered by the member conferences of the Association or, in the case of an independent member institution, by the Committee on Student-Athlete Reinstatement.  An institution may appeal a decision by its conference to the Committee on Student-Athlete Reinstatement.  (Revised: 1/13/03 for any hardship waiver denied on or after 2/1/00)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.1.1 Administration of Hardship Waiver for Injury or Illness Occurring at a Non-NCAA Institution  
In cases in which a student-athlete suffers an incapacitating injury or illness during a season of intercollegiate competition at a non-NCAA institution (e.g., two-year college, National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics four-year college), the NCAA institution must apply for a hardship waiver through its conference office or, in the case of an independent member institution, the Committee on Student-Athlete Reinstatement.  This regulation is applicable even if the student-athlete was previously granted a hardship waiver at the non-NCAA institution.  (Adopted: 7/24/07)




	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.1Nature of Injury/Illness.  
It is not necessary for the incapacitating injury or illness to be the direct result of the student's participation in the institution's organized practice or game competition. The student-athlete may qualify for the hardship waiver as a result of any incapacitating injury or illness occurring after the individual becomes a student-athlete by reporting on call for regular squad practice or after attending the first day of classes as a full-time student at a member institution.



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.2 Medical Documentation.  
Contemporaneous medical documentation shall be submitted with any hardship-waiver request.  For circumstances involving psychological or mental illnesses, the required contemporaneous or other appropriate medical documentation may be provided by an individual who is qualified and licensed to diagnose and treat the particular illness (e.g., psychologist).  (Adopted: 1/12/99 effective 8/1/99, Revised:  4/28/05)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.3 Percent Calculation.  
The following requirements are to be met in determining the percent calculation under this waiver provision: (Note: The percent calculation requirements set forth in Bylaws 14.2.5-(c) and 14.2.5.2.3 apply only to the waiver provisions of this section and do not apply to the maximum- and minimum-contests requirements in Bylaws 17 and 20.)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.3.1 Denominator in Percent Computation.      
Effective Date: August 1, 2009 
The denominator in the percent calculation shall be based on the institution's number of completed varsity contests or dates of competition or the maximum number of contests or dates of competition set forth in Bylaw 17 for the applicable sport. If the number of completed contests or dates of competition is used, exempted events in Bylaw 17 are included in the percent calculation, except for discretionary exemptions in the applicable sport.  (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, 1/12/99, 1/14/02 effective 8/1/02, 1/10/05 for any competition occurring on or after 8/1/04, 1/17/09 effective 8/1/09)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.3.2 Fraction in Percent Computation.  
Any computation of the percent limitation that results in a fractional portion of a contest or date of competition shall be rounded to the next whole number (e.g., 20 percent of a 27-game basketball schedule -- 5.4 games -- shall be considered six games). (Revised: 1/14/97 effective 8/1/97)



	Bylaw Conference Championships.  
A conference championship shall be counted as one contest or date of competition in determining the institution's scheduled or completed contests or dates of competition in that sport, regardless of the number of days or games involved in the championship. However, for purposes of this regulation, the calculation of scheduled contests or dates of competition in a particular season does not include postseason competition conducted after the completion of the institution's regular-season schedule and conference tournament. (Revised:  1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, 1/14/02 effective 8/1/02, 1/10/05 for any competition occurring on or after 8/1/04)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.3.3 NCAA Postseason Competition.      
Effective Date: August 1, 2009 
For purposes of the percent calculation, postseason competition conducted after the completion of the institution's regular-season schedule and conference tournament shall not be included. (Revised:  1/14/97 effective 8/1/97, 1/14/02 effective 8/1/02, 1/10/05 for any competition occurring on or after 8/1/04, 1/17/09 effective 8/1/09)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.3.4 NCAA Regional Cross Country Meet.  
The NCAA regional cross country meet may be counted as one date of competition in determining the institution's scheduled or completed dates of competition, provided no qualifying standards exist for participation in the meet.  (Adopted: 10/17/06)



	Bylaw 14.2.5.2.4 Foreign-Tour Competition.  
A student-athlete who qualifies for a hardship for the previous academic year would not use a season of competition if the student-athlete represents the institution on a certified foreign tour during the summer-vacation period at the conclusion of that academic year. (Adopted: 1/10/92, Revised 1/14/02)



	


