NCAA Tips of Do’s & Don’t for Boosters

Conference Carolinas
Representatives of Athletics Interest (Bylaw 13.02.11)

	A "representative of the institution's athletics interests" is an individual who is known (or who should have been known) by a member of the institution's executive or athletics administration to:
(a) Have participated in or to be a member of an agency or organization, including corporate entities (e.g., apparel and equipment companies),  promoting the institution's intercollegiate athletics program;  (Revised: 1/14/02)
(b) Have made financial contributions to the athletics department or to an athletics booster organization of that institution;
(c) Be assisting or to have been requested (by the athletics department staff) to assist in the recruitment of prospective student-athletes;
(d) Be assisting or to have assisted in providing benefits to enrolled student-athletes or their families; or
(e) Have been involved otherwise in promoting the institution's athletics program.


Note: Once an individual is identified as such a representative, the person retains that identity indefinitely. (Bylaw 13.02.11.1)
Rules Governing the Recruitment of a Prospective Student-Athlete (Within Bylaw 13)

· A PSA is defined by the NCAA as any person that has started classes for the ninth grade or becomes a PSA if they haven’t started classes for the ninth grade if the institution provides the individual (or the individual’s relatives or friends) any financial assistance or other benefits that the institution does not provide to PSAs in general.

· The PSA remains a PSA until the individual officially registers and enrolls in a minimum full-time program of studies and attends classes in any term of a 4 year institution’s regular academic year or the individual participates in a regular squad practice or competition at a 4 year collegiate institution.
· A PSA remains a prospect even after he or she signs an NLI or accepts an offer of financial aid to attend that institution.

· Only coaches and athletic department staff members can be involved in the recruiting process off campus and representatives of an institution’s athletic interests are prohibited from recruiting a prospective student-athlete. 
· A contact is defined as any face-to-face encounter between a PSA or the prospect’s parent or legal guardians and an institutional staff member or athletics representative during which time any dialogue in excess of an exchange of a greeting occurs. 

· In general, all representatives of the institution’s athletics interest who are not employed by the institution are prohibited from contacting a PSA or the PSA’s family off campus in order to encourage the PSA to participate in intercollegiate athletics at a specific institution. 
· All Representatives of Athletics Interest are prohibited from the following: Contacting a PSA in person on or off campus, writing/calling a PSA or a member of the PSA’s family, making arrangements for a PSA or the PSA’s relatives or friends to receive money or financial aid of any kind, provide transportation for a PSA or the PSA’s relatives or friends to visit the institution, provide free tickets or tickets at a reduced cost for prospects or the prospects’ relatives or friends to attend an athletic event, or entertain high school, prep school or community college coaches.



A Representative of Athletics Interest are permitted to:

· Notify coaches about PSAs in the area that may be strong additions to a collegiate athletic team.
· Attend high school or 2 year college athletic contests or other events where prospects may compete; however contact with the PSA or the PSA’s relatives is prohibited.
· Continue existing friendships with families or PSAs, but may not attempt to recruit the PSA on behalf of an institution. 
· Provide summer employment for enrolled student-athletes as long as all compensation received by a student-athlete is consistent with the limitations on financial aid set forth in Bylaw 15. Compensation may be paid to a student-athlete as long as it is only for work actually performed, at a rate commensurate with the going rate in that locality for similar services, and an employer shall not use the athletics reputation of a student-athlete employee to promote the sale of the employer’s product or services.

· Provide a student-athlete or the entire team in a sport with an occasional family home meal provided the meal is in the individual’s home (as opposed to a restaurant) and the meal may be catered. The Representative of athletics interests or an institutional staff member may provide reasonable local transportation to student-athletes to attend such meals. (Bylaw 16.11.1.4 –b)

*As a rule of thumb, all occasional meals should be discussed and cleared with 
the Athletics Director, Compliance Officer, and Head Coach.
Extra Benefit Legislation (Bylaw 16)
16.02.3 Extra Benefit
	An extra benefit is any special arrangement by an institutional employee or a representative of the institution's athletics interests to provide a student-athlete or the student-athlete's relative or friend a benefit not expressly authorized by NCAA legislation. Receipt of a benefit by student-athletes or their relatives or friends is not a violation of NCAA legislation, if it is demonstrated that the same benefit is generally available to the institution's students or their relatives or friends or to a particular segment of the student body (e.g., foreign students, minority students) determined on a basis unrelated to athletics ability. (Revised: 1/10/91)


*Overall, a booster can not provide a benefit that is not authorized by NCAA legislation or make special arrangements for student-athletes and prospective student-athletes that are not available to the general student population. 

Below is a list that outlines examples of prohibited extra benefits (from bylaw 16), but are not limited to:

· Providing gifts of any kind 

· Providing cash or loans in any amount, signing a loan, co-signing a loan, a guarantee of a bond, an automobile or the use of an automobile, transportation that is not generally available to the institution’s students and their friends and relatives (unless acceptable with other legislation)
· Providing special discounts for goods and/or services, payment arrangements, or credit on a purchase. (examples include airline tickets, clothing, laundry or dry cleaning)
· Providing free rent, reduced rent, or any other type of housing
· Purchasing complimentary admissions from a student-athlete (Bylaw 16.2.2.1-A Student-Athlete may not receive payment from any source for his or her complimentary admissions and may not exchange or assign them for any item of value)

Student-Athlete Promotional-Activity Regulations

· All charitable, educational, and nonprofit promotional activities involving student-athletes must have prior written approval to participate from the institution’s president, the activity does not involve co-sponsorship, advertisement, or promotion by a commercial agency unless it meets NCAA permissible guidelines.
· Student athletes are not to miss class. 

· The money derived from the activity must go directly to the member institution, conference, charitable, educational, or nonprofit agency, and the student-athlete’s name, picture or appearance is not used to promote the commercial ventures of any nonprofit agency. 

· The student-athlete may accept actual and necessary expenses from the member institution, conference, or the charitable, educational or nonprofit agency related to participation in such activities.

· The student-athlete’s name, picture or appearance is not to be used to promote the commercial ventures of any nonprofit agency; any commercial items with a name or picture with student-athletes may only be sold by the member institution, conference or NCAA.

· The student-athlete and an authorized representative of the charitable, educational or nonprofit agency must sign a release statement ensuring that the student-athlete’s name, image or appearance is used in a manner consistent with the requirements of Bylaw 12.5.


*The following list includes (but are not limited to) nonpermissible activities 
associated with promotional activity NCAA legislation: 
· Advertisements and promotions subsequent to enrollment unless permitted through NCAA legislation
· Name-the-Player Contests
· Athletics Equipment Advertisements
· Promotional Contests

Consequences to Boosters involved with an NCAA Violation:
· Boosters found in violation of NCAA rules are subject to losing benefits and privileges, including season tickets.
· The NCAA Committee on Infractions has processed cases in which penalties have involved Representatives of Athletics Interest.
